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Exodus 25:8–9 God said “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among 

them. Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”  

 

What do you call that large room in the church where 

we gather for worship each Sunday? Some call it the 

sanctuary and some an auditorium. What about when we 

move into the Fellowship Hall during the cold winter 

months, does it become the sanctuary? 

Merriam-Webster’s dictionary defines Sanctuary first 

as: a consecrated place such as the ancient Hebrew temple 

at Jerusalem or its Holy of Holies which was the most 

sacred part of a religious building. The secondary   

         definition is: a place of refuge and protection. 

In ancient Israel the sanctuary was not only holy 

because the holy God was worshipped there, but also 

because he was there. (E.P. Sanders; Judaism Practice 

and Beliefs 63 BCE-66 CE). 

So, do we worship in the sanctuary nine months of 

the year and in the auditorium for three, or are both 

rooms sanctuaries when we are at worship and 

auditoriums when we are doing other things?   

If we look at the Bible and the practice of the 

Israelites it is not the people who make a place a 

sanctuary, but God’s presence. Sanctuary is the place 

where God appears        

and/or dwells as indicated by the presence of His Word. God is 

everywhere equally present, but when we gather in His name He 

is there in a special way. (Psalm 22:3, Matthew 18:19–20).  

When we come together to worship we are not making the 

room special by our praise and worship. We are entering the 

presence of God, the sanctuary is special because God is there. 

He is waiting for us to come to Him. We come into His presence 

with awe and reverence. It doesn’t matter if we go to the 

Fellowship Hall, the Sanctuary or a civic auditorium, when God calls us to gather in His presence 

the place becomes the Sanctuary because God is there, not because we came.   

 

Psalm 84:1–4  How lovely are Your dwelling places, O Lord of hosts! My soul longed and 

even yearned for the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. The 

bird also has found a house, And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 

Even Your altars, O Lord of hosts, My King and my God. How blessed are those who dwell in 

Your house! They are ever praising You.  

 

Psalm 122:1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 

James R. Smith, Interim Pastor  

Washington Street Baptist Church, Lynn MA 

Photos to accompany this text can be seen at jrsmithblog.wordpress.com  
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NEXT  TWO WEEKS AT WSBC 
Friday, Oct. 19 
   6:00-7:30 PM Fall Fun Fest 
Sunday, Oct. 21 
    9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Diaconate Meeting with Baptism and 
Membership candidates 
   12:30 PM Cantata Choir Practice 
   1:00 PM Choir Practice 
   3:00-6:00 PM SWAP Meet Young Adults 
Worship Event 
Tuesday, Oct. 23 
   6:00-7:00 PM Line Dancing 
Wednesday, Oct. 24 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
Saturday, Oct. 27 
   10:00-11:30 AM Food Pantry Distribution 
Sunday, Oct. 28 
    9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Cantata Choir Practice 
   1:00 PM Choir Practice 
Tuesday, Oct. 30 
   6:00-7:00 PM Line Dancing 
 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
Oct. 14, 2018       Worship:     74                         
      
 

CHURCH SERVERS      
Oct. 21, 2018    
   Nursery: Danielle Geldart-Lenners & Deanna 
Mulvihill 
   BLAST: Marilyn Geldart & Evonne Malcolm 
   Worship Assistant: Jeannie Boyle 
   Coffee Time Hostess: Donna Pleasant 
    

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
We are starting to prepare for our Christmas 
Cantata. If you have any musical inclination, we’d 
love to have you in our special cantata choir! We 
will be meeting every Sunday after the service at 
12:30 PM and then having our regular choir 
practices afterward at 1:00 PM. Feel free to stay 
for church choir, which sings every week, as well. 
The more the merrier!  

 
FALL FUN FEST 
We’ll be having our annual Fall Fun Fest this 
Friday, Oct. 19, from 6:00-7:30 PM. Come out for 
trunk or treating in the parking lot followed by 
snacks and games inside. Get creative decorating 
your trunk and please bring candy to hand out, or 
if you’re a trunk or treater, please bring a bag for 
your loot. Contact Elise Panias for any questions. 
 

 
 

CHURCH FAMILY 
Longtime member Ken Davis has recently passed 
away. Please keep his family in your prayers. 
There will be a private viewing for family.  
 
Esther Kisaghu’s son Tomoni is back on the 
North Shore and is looking for a longterm 
accomodation. If anyone has a room to rent or 
knows of any rental opportunities, please contact 
Nick Nofi.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14th ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR 
Sat, Nov. 10th from 9:00-3:00 PM. We’re still 
looking for volunteers to help set up tables on 
Nov. 8th or 9th, to help during the fair, or to clean 
up afterwards from 3:00-6:00 PM. Please contact 
Marilyn Geldart or Evelyn Panias if you’re 
available to help out. 

 
KIDS CLUB 
This week we talked about the damaging effects 
bullying can have on someone and wrote 
paragraphs celebrating everyone at Kids Club. 
Then we ended the week with a special breakfast 
for dinner. The kids enjoyed making pancakes, 
eggs, sausage, and bacon and cutting up fruit. 
Please pray for us to become a true family and 
support to one another this year. 

- Laura Johnson 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together.  Called to join God in God’s saving 
mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the 
Beloved Community in Jesus’ name. 
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