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Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together. Called to join God in God’s saving mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the Beloved Community in Jesus’ name.

A church is a building, but it is so much more 
than just a building. “The church is the people” is 
more than a cliche. The New Testament word for 
“church” is ekklēsia, which means “the called out 
ones.” The church is … Boys and girls learning 
basic Bible stories, teens learning to make 
choices based on Biblical truth, men and women 
called, equipped and sent out. 

Hebrews 10:22–25 22 let us draw near with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 
hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 
and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you 
see the day drawing near. 

We are saddened that the building was 
damaged, we are sorry  lightning struck the 
church, and not pleased that the  church we were 
married in is now a restaurant. At the same time 
we celebrate the saints that were called, equipped 
and sent out and the people that touched our lives 
and made us stronger Christians because we 
knew them. 

Lightning Strike  
Damages Historic Bow NH Church 

On Tuesday, July 17, the church where we 
pastored from 1981 to 1990 was struck by 
lightning. Its steeple was destroyed by fire and 
the interior was damaged by the water that put 
the fire out. Built in 1832 the building had 
survived 182 years with little damage and minor 
changes to its colonial architecture. A few of our 
former parishioners contacted us and we were 
saddened by the news. Memories of youth trips to 
PA and VA, traveling to Israel with parishioners 
and friends, tent meetings behind the Community 
Center and baptisms in Northwood Lake brought 
smiles to our hearts. We thought about the growth 
of the church in attendance and Christian witness, 
the beginnings of Joyful Noise Preschool and the 
many lifelong friends we made in those brief 9 
years.  

We were saddened to think of all the people 
that have left the church in the years since we 
lived in Bow. But, then we were reminded of 
where they are now. Some are leaders in other 
churches in the area and across the country, 
diaconate members, church musicians and gifted 
artists whose children are growing in faith and 
witness from Bow to Texas, Tennessee, 
California and beyond including Sydney, 
Australia, for ministry training at Hillsong 
International Leadership College. Photos to accompany this text can be 

seen at jrsmithblog.wordpress.com



NEXT  WEEK  AT  WSBC  
Sunday, July 29 
10:00 am Worship 
 Please make an effort to attend our Special 
Business Meeting this Sunday, July 29, after 
the Worship Service to vote on the 2017/2018 
budgets. We need a quorum of 25 members 
present so we can vote to approve this year's 
budget. 
Wednesday, Aug 1 
7 p.m.: “Live Out Loud” Youth Group 
Sunday, Aug. 5  
10 a.m.: Worship 
 Communion Service 
 11:15 a.m.: Coffee & Fellowship  

YOUTHWORKS 
This week concludes the children’s summer 
program Monday-Thursday 12-2:50 p.m. from 
June 26-August 2. 
Call Chelsea at 1-484-522-7328 or email 
lynn@youthworks.com for more information 

We extend a special “ThankYou” to the staff 
and volunteers that make this ministry to the 
children of Lynn successful each summer. 

HARVEST  HOMECOMING 
OCTOBER 14, 2018 

  
October 14 has been designated as Fill-A-

Pew Sunday. As we approach the fall you are 
encouraged to share your faith with a friend or 
acquaintance and invite them to church. 
Please consider filling in the name of 
someone you are praying for  below and 
keeping this note with you as a reminder. 
I am praying for ____________________ 
and I will invite them to church with me this 
week. 

YOUTH  TRIP  
  

Marquis, Analy and a seven of our Live Out 
Loud Youth are traveling to Alabama this week-
end to attend Summer Ramp. 

Summer Ramp is a three-day life-changing 
experience in Alabama for the teenager to 
encounter God on a deeper level and build 
relationships with other Christian teens from 
around the country. It is a high-impact, high-
energy events that shake complacency from 
hearts and provoke to radically seek God. 
Please keep them in prayer this week. 
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