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Psalm 1:1–3  “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way 

that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of 

water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do 

prospers.” 
 

On Saturday Sharon and I attended a Casket Empty seminar emphasizing that the Bible is one 

redemptive story with the death and resurrection of Jesus at the center.  Dr. Carol Kaminski, 

Professor of Old Testament at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, lead the workshop 

focusing on the redemptive message of the Old Testament. Dr. Kaminski reminded us, “You’ll be 

in the fog reading the NT if you haven’t read the OT.” She went on to say, “If you don’t read 

your Bible you are silencing God”  
 

I am occasionally asked “How do I find God’s will and 

learn His plan for my life?” A popular concept is to ask 

yourself, “What would Jesus do (WWJD)?” But it’s hard to 

judge what Jesus would do if you haven’t read what Jesus 

did. Some say “God is love, all roads lead to heaven” Jesus 

said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.” John 14:6. 

 

 

According to a recent Lifeway research study, 

“87% of American households own a Bible, but 

more than half of Americans have read little to none 

of it.” One church in the area boasts of 400 families 

but has only one adult Sunday School class that 

teaches expository Bible Study. 
 

The church is in conflict with the world. We 

should not be adopting their priorities - prosperity, 

power, celebrity. Hollywood pumps out endless 

violence and pornography yet celebrities lecture us on  

ethics and morality. 
 

If we don’t give the word of God priority in our lives, then sin more easily takes root and our 

heart hardens just a bit. When you try to pull a weed out of a dry, caked, hardened piece of 

ground what usually happens is you pull off the green foliage above the soil, but the root remains 

to grow again. Frequent Bible reading is like a gentle rain on the soul…softening the soil so 

weeds are easier to pull and the fruit grows stronger. 
 

In Luke 8:15 Jesus explains in the parable of the sower and the seed, “As for that in the good 

soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit 

with patience.” 
 

James R. Smith, Interim Pastor  

Washington Street Baptist Church, Lynn MA 

Photos to accompany this text can be seen at jrsmithblog.wordpress.com  
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NEXT  TWO WEEKS AT WSBC 
Sunday, Oct. 7 
   9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM Baptism and Membership Class 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM International Choir Practice 
Tuesday, Oct. 9 
   6:00 PM Trustee Meeting 
   6:00-7:00 PM Line Dancing 
Wednesday, Oct. 10 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
Saturday, Oct. 13 
   9:00-3:00 PM Parsonage Clean Up Day 
Sunday, Oct. 14 
    9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Harvest Homecoming Worship 
Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM International Choir Practice 
   3:00-6:00 PM Celebrate Frederick Douglass  
Tuesday, Oct. 16 
   6:00-7:00 PM Line Dancing 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
Sept. 30, 2018       Worship:     44                         
      

 
CHURCH SERVERS      
Oct. 7, 2018    
   Nursery: Danielle Geldart-Lenners & Deanna 
Mulvihill 
   BLAST: John Boyle & Marilyn Geldart 
   Worship Assistant: Nick Nofi 
   Coffee Time Hostess: Carolanne Pevear 
    

 
BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP 
CLASS 
This Sunday after the service we will be having a 
baptism and membership class in the lounge led 
by Pastor Smith. Please meet there during 
CoffeeTime.  
 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
REMEMBRANCE 
Sunday, Oct. 14, from 3:00-6:00 PM we will be 
hosting Celebrate Frederick Douglass, a 200th 
anniversary remembrance. This will be the 
conclusion of Lynn’s 
yearlong remembrance 
of the preacher and 
abolitionist. The 
program will include 
songs and selections of 
his writings highlighting 
the gospel as the 
foundation for his work. 
 

 
 
PARSONAGE CLEAN UP DAY 
Next Saturday, Oct. 13, we will be having a 
parsonage clean up day from 9:00AM – 3:00 PM.  

RANDOM CAPS OF KINDNESS 
Chemo treatments often cause hair loss. One of 

our WSBC friends recently had a procedure at 
Mass General Hospital and noticed an array of 
knitted caps of various sizes and colors donated 
for patients to choose from.  

“It is incredibly meaningful that somebody 
cared enough to knit and donate for a patient’s 
benefit,” says Anne Sunshine, LICSW, of the 
Blum Cancer Resource Room. “To be able to go 
over to that shelf and choose a hat that is unique 
and special makes people so happy.” 

If you enjoy knitting or crocheting please 
consider making a few caps to donate to Mass 
General. Non-knitters can donate fleece caps. 
Donations can be dropped off at the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KIDS CLUB  
This week, we welcomed back all the kids for a 
new year of Kids Club. We shared dreams and 
goals for the coming year and played a lot of 
three-step dodge ball. Please pray for us that we 
would be able to spread the word so that more 
kids will come and fill the church! 

- Laura Johnson 

 
HARVEST HOMECOMING 
Next Sunday, Oct. 14, is finally Harvest 
Homecoming! Bring a friend to church, and we’ll 
have pie and ice cream for refreshments after the 
service. Please sign up this Sunday to bring 
something to share.  
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together.  Called to join God in God’s saving 
mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the 
Beloved Community in Jesus’ name. 
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