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Mark 11:23  “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for 
them. 

In understanding the Bible, we often have to go back to the historical context to ask: What 
did the people understand when they heard Jesus speaking about moving mountains? Was this 
a familiar expression?   

Rabbi Rabbah bar Nachmani was called “a rooter up of mountains” in the Talmud “because 
he was exceedingly acute in subtle disputations.” 

 Jesus is the greatest mountain-mover.  He doesn’t stop at just solving problems, He moves 
the mountains of sin, death, and the power of Satan. 

 Zerubbabel was able to move the mountain of opposition to rebuilding the Temple because 
he had faith in God’s promise (Zechariah 4:7–9). 

We face two spiritual mountains in our Christian walk, the mountains of evil and unbelief. 
They are the main obstacles between God and His people. Jesus is the mountain mover who 
reunites fallen humanity to our heavenly father.  Through faith in his death and resurrection 
.Jesus is the mountain mover who brings healing to all who come to Him. 

Jesus said in Matthew 17:20, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, 
you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.”  

Jesus does not say “if we have faith as big as a mountain we can move mountains.” A little 
faith goes a long way. If we have real faith, prayer releases God’s power which can solve any 
problem and make us able to deal with any difficulty.  The prayer of faith is not a ritual without 
hope but is filled with the anticipation that God will answer. 

Jesus reminds us that we should not bring our anger with others into our prayers, but have 
a forgiving heart remembering how much God has forgiven us (Mark 11:23-25). Forgiving 
doesn’t make what others have done right, it just makes us right with God. 

Join us this week as we revisit James 5:13–20 “Pray, Sing Praises, Call for the Elders” 
 

By My Spirit (Alameda Herrick) 
Is there a mountain in your way 

Do doubts and fears abound 
Press on oh hear the Spirit say 

This mountain shall come down 
 

Isaiah 40:3–5  A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” 

ount Hental in the Golan Heigh 

James R Smith, Interim Pastor  
Washington Street Baptist Church, Lynn MA 
Photos to accompany this text can be seen at        
jrsmithblog.wordpress.com 

 
 

 

View of Mount Herman  
from Mount Bental  
in the Golan Heights 
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NEXT  TWO WEEKS AT WSBC 
Friday, January 11, 2019 
   7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
Sunday, Jan. 13 
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Choir Practice 
   3:00-6:00 PM SWAP Meet 
Tuesday, Jan. 15 
   6:00 PM Pastoral Search Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, Jan. 16 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
Thursday, Jan. 17 
   7:00-9:00 PM Judson Executive Board 
Friday, Jan. 18 
   7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Choir Practice 
Monday, Jan. 21 
   9:00–3:00 PM Parsonage Work Day 
Wednesday, Jan. 23 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
Jan. 6, 2018       Worship:     51                         
      
 

CHURCH SERVERS      
Jan. 13, 2019    
   Nursery: Marilyn Geldart & Donna Pleasant 
   BLAST: Elise Panias 
   Worship Assistant: Jeannie Boyle 
   CoffeeTime Hostess: Carolanne Pevear 
    
 

MOVE TO FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Winter is upon us, as are winter heating bills! So 
join us for worship, starting this Sunday, in the 
Magee Fellowship Hall behind the sanctuary. It 
will be nice to be closer together for worship, too! 

 
FOOD PANTRY REPORT 
At our last food pantry on December 15th, we gave 
out 352 meals. We served 166 people, 
representing 88 households. They were happy to 
receive turkeys in time for Christmas. We thank 
God for the generosity of the food bank in serving 
the people of Lynn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWAP MEET 
The next SWAP (Service, Worship, Adoration 
Praise) youth and young adults meeting is this 
Sunday, January 13th. Come out to worship 
through music and the Word and stay for pizza 
afterward! 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
With the coming of the new year comes the time 
to reflect upon 2018. One way to do that is to 
write the annual report for your department at 
church. As the annual church meeting approaches 
in February, annual reports are due from the 
heads of each department by the end of January. 
Since this is my first time compiling all the 
reports, it would help me out to have all the 
reports in on time. Thank you kindly! 

 
PRAYER MEETING UPDATE 
This past Friday we met to pray for God’s 
kingdom to come in our church and city. Please 
join us this week in praying for our neighbors on 
Liberty Street.  
Note: if you can’t make it in person Friday 
evenings, you can call in at (605) 475-4070 with 
the access code 138890#. 

 
PARSONAGE WORK DAY 
January 21st (MLK Day) 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Join us in this chance to volunteer and learn!  We 
will be repairing ceilings at the Parsonage House 
(22 Linwood Road) on MLK Day. Lunch will be 
provided.  We need help carrying supplies and 
installing new ceiling panels. Help us strengthen 
and beautify this historic home for our new pastor 
and family! You will be a blessing to us and be 
blessed by learning and sharing at this positive 
event! 
Gratefully, 
Your Trustees 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together.  Called to join God in God’s saving 
mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the 
Beloved Community in Jesus’ name. 
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