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POP QUIZ!! 
 
1. God loves us.  TRUE or FALSE 
2. We should love God.  TRUE or FALSE 
3. We should love our neighbor as ourselves.  TRUE or FALSE 
4. It’s possible to love God and not love your neighbor?  TRUE or FALSE 
 
In case you’re wondering, the correct answers are: 1. True, 2. True, 3. True, and 4. False. The 
difference between question 4 and the other three questions is that question 4 reveals what 
happens in our hearts when we truly love God. 
 
We read in scripture, “Anyone can say, “I love God,” yet have hatred toward another believer. 
This makes him a phony, because if you don’t love a brother or sister, whom you can see, how 
can you truly love God, whom you can’t see? For he has given us this command: whoever loves 
God must also demonstrate love to others.” (1 John 4:20-21, TPT). When we truly love God, our 
hearts line up with God’s heart concerning the people around us. Whether they are our families, 
friends, co-workers, or strangers, our love for them deepens just as our love for God deepens. 
 
The Bible does not pull any punches when addressing people who claim to love God but not 
their neighbors. They’re called “phonies!” While that may sound harsh, it is necessary for us to 
understand the hypocrisy that lies beneath those words when our actions do not back them up. 
How could we say that we love God — the One whose heart is that “none would perish” (John 
3:16) and the One who desires that everyone would “have life and have it to the full” (John 
10:10b) — how could say that we love that God and not love the people He loves? 
 
It’s important for us to realize how God sees the people around us. In the scripture I first noted 
above, it says: “if you don’t love a brother or sister…” In the eyes of God, they are our brothers 
and sisters. In this passage, John was specifically talking about the importance of loving other 
Christians. But we, as believers, need to also recognize the importance of displaying our love for 
those we hope will one day become believers! We need to learn to see them as pre-believers — 
future brothers and sisters in the faith. We need to learn to love them toward God. What’s the 
simplest way to do that? Care about them the way you would for your sibling or your child and 
then let your actions reflect that care. 
 
Our church is located in the heart of a city desperate for the love of God. The primary way God 
has intended to show them that love is through you. Is it true that you love God? Then prove it 
by loving your local neighbor. 
 
For His glory, 
 
Marquis Lockhart 
Youth Pastor 
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NEXT  TWO WEEKS AT WSBC 
Friday, January 18, 2019 
   7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Music Committee Meeting with 
Diaconate 
   1:00 PM Choir Practice 
Monday, Jan. 21 
   9:00–3:00 PM Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service 
Wednesday, Jan. 23 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
Friday, Jan. 25 
   7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
   10:00-11:30 AM Food Pantry Distribution 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Choir Practice 
Wednesday, Jan. 30 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
Jan. 13, 2018       Worship:     48                         
      

CHURCH SERVERS      
Jan. 20, 2019    
   Nursery: Jacquelyn Fitzhugh & Evonne 
Malcolm 
   BLAST: Elise Panias 
   Worship Assistant: Marilyn Geldart 
    

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
With the coming of the new year comes the time 
to reflect upon 2018. One way to do that is to 
write the annual report for your department at 
church. As the annual church meeting approaches 
in February, annual reports are due from the 
heads of each department by the end of January. 
Since this is my first time compiling all the 
reports, it would help me out to have all the 
reports in on time. Thank you kindly! 

 
PRAYER MEETING UPDATE 
Please join us this week in praying for our 
neighbors on James Street.  
Note: if you can’t make it in person Friday 
evenings, you can call in at (605) 475-4070 with 
the access code 138890#.  
 
**You can use your landline if you don’t have a 
cell phone. Last week, we had three people call in 
and pray over the phone. We encourage you to 
join us for an hour together. You will be enriched 
and just your presence will greatly enrich us!**  
 

CHURCH FAMILY 
Please pray for Carolanne Pevear as she prepares 
for a long-awaited surgery next month and deals 
with unexpected health complications that may 
postpone the surgery. Pray for wisdom for the 
doctors and that there may be no more delays for 
this surgery in February. 

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 
OF SERVICE 
January 21st (MLK Day) 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Join us in this chance to volunteer and learn!  We 
will be repairing ceilings at the Parsonage House 
(22 Linwood Road, Lynn) on MLK Day. Lunch 
will be provided.  We need help carrying supplies 
and installing new ceiling panels. Help us 
strengthen and beautify this historic home for our 
new pastor and family! You will be a blessing to 
us and be blessed by learning and sharing at this 
positive event! 
Gratefully, 
Your Trustees 

 
LIVE OUT LOUD 
We hosted an Ugly Sweater Christmas party for 
the youth group. We played hilarious games, 
danced, and reflected on the birth of Jesus 
through song and a special "phone-lighting" 
experience. Then, the new year provided a fresh 
start for our Live Out Loud. We're so excited to 
announce that Laura Johnson has joined the 
ministry and stepped into the role of Youth 
Ministry Assistant! We kicked off 2019 with a 21-
day inspirational video series called Inspire. In 
this series, every day a different student or leader 
take 2 minutes to record themselves sharing a 
Bible passage, a brief inspirational message, and 
prayer for the whole group. God has really blessed 
this series and the students are responding to it so 
well! Please pray that God would use this to teach 
our students a value for the Bible and prayer. 
Blessings, 
Marquis Lockhart, Youth Pastor 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together.  Called to join God in God’s saving 
mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the 
Beloved Community in Jesus’ name. 
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