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The Sea of God’s Forgetfulness 
 

Social media is a good thing, until it isn’t! 
The latest social media kerfuffle involved Kevin Hart who was chosen to host the Oscars - for 

two days. Inappropriate and offensive Tweets he had posted in the past were found. He said he 
would not apologize for making them before he apologized, but it was too late by then, and he 
was out. 

Just how much apologizing must one do to be 
adequately contrite? We don’t know what it takes to be 
forgiven today. Society decides if your apology is good 
enough and you still may get fired. 

According to a recent article in ITWorld magazine it 
is “Time to clean out old Tweets so they won’t define 
you the rest of your life.” The world is an unforgiving 
place. People seem to look for excuses to be offended. 
Too many of us live by the motto “I may forgive, but I 
never forget.” 

Not so with God. In Matthew 18:21 & 22 Peter came 
to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to 
seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy-seven times.” 

So when someone apologizes to you (or even if they don’t), forgive them and move on. 
“Studies have found that the act of forgiveness can reap huge rewards for your health, 

lowering the risk of heart attack; improving cholesterol levels and sleep; and reducing pain, 
blood pressure, and levels of anxiety, depression and stress.” Johns Hopkins University 

When God forgives He remembers our sins no more (Isaiah 43:25), we should learn to do 
that as well.  

Micah 7:18 “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.” 

Justification is God’s act of removing the guilt and penalty of sin while at the same time 
making a sinner righteous through Christ’s atoning sacrifice. Years ago I learned a simple 
definition, when I accept Jesus as our Lord and savior, God sees me “just as if I’d” never sinned, 
justified. 

 
 
My Sins Are Gone (Chorus)   
N. B. Vandall 
They’re underneath the Blood 
On the Cross of Calvary 
As far removed as darkness is from dawn 
In the sea of God’s forgetfulness 
That’s good enough for me 
Praise God my sins are gone 

 
James R. Smith, Interim Pastor  

Washington Street Baptist Church, Lynn MA 
Photos to accompany this text can be seen at         

jrsmithblog.wordpress.com  
 

The Shore of the Dead Sea 

The Mediterranean Sea at Caesarea 

mailto:lynnwsbc@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/LynnWSBC
http://www.facebook.com/LynnWSBC


NEXT  TWO WEEKS AT WSBC 
Friday, December 14 
   7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
   10:00-11:30 AM Food and Clothes Pantry 
Sunday, Dec. 16 
   9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM Cantata Choir Practice 
   1:00 PM International Choir Practice 
   5:00 PM Christmas Vespers Service 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 
   6:30-7:30 PM Line Dancing 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 
   7:00 PM Live Out Loud Youth Group 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
   5:00 PM Kids Club Christmas Party 
Friday, Dec. 21 
   7:00 Prayer Meeting 
Sunday, Dec. 23 
   9:30 AM Sunday School    
   10:45 AM Special Cantata Worship Service 
   12:15 PM CoffeeTime Fellowship 
   12:30 PM International Choir Practice 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 
   MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
Dec. 9, 2018       Worship:     60                         
      
 

CHURCH SERVERS      
Dec. 16, 2018    
   BLAST: Deanna Mulvihill 
   Worship Assistant: Nick Nofi 
   CoffeeTime Hostess: Carolanne Pevear 
    
 

CHRISTMAS MAILBOX 
The Christmas 
mailbox is now set up 
at the back of the 
santuary. You can 
drop off cards for 
people, organized by 
their last name. And 
check to see if anyone 
left a card for you! 

 
CHRISTMAS VESPERS 
This Sunday evening at 5:00 PM! The children of 
WSBC will be putting on a production of “Little 
Star.” If your child is in the program, please get 
them to church by 4:00 PM for costume fitting. 
The program will be followed by supper, carols, 
and a visit from a Northern Friend! This is a great 
opportunity to invite friends and share the good 
news of Christmas! 
 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
Our Christmas cantata will be held on the 
morning of Sunday, December 23rd. This will be a 
special worship service where, in place of the 
sermon, the choir will be preaching the Word 
through a special musical program. Join us in 
worshipping God together this Sunday before 
Christmas! 

 

SERMONS UP ONLINE 
If you ever miss a sermon or want to have another 
listen, all of our sermons this fall are up on our 
website. You can find them at lynnwsbc.org under 
the page “Sermons.”  

 
PRAYER MEETING UPDATE 
This past Friday we met to pray for God’s 
kingdom to come in our church and city. We will 
choose a different street each week to pray for 
specifically. Please join us this week in praying for 
our neighbors on Washington Street.  
Note: if you can’t make it in person Friday 
evenings, you can call in at (605) 475-4070 with 
the access code 138890#. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need volunteers to serve 
in church this winter. We 
are looking for Worship 
Assistants who will read the 
scripture on Sunday 
morning and lead the responsive reading.  Also 
needed are volunteers to prepare coffee and serve 
coffee and cookies after the worship service. If 
you would like to help with childcare during the 
service, that would make the load lighter for those 
who serve. 

 
KIDS CLUB 
This week we made Christmas cards and 
bookmarks for family and friends and played 
countless rounds of hide-and-go-seek in the dark. 
Our Christmas dinner is coming up next week, 
Dec. 20th. Please pray that we may make the most 
of this opportunity to connect with the families of 
the kids. Praise God that some of the families 
have come to church these past few weeks! And 
pray that we may continue to see God at work 
drawing His children to Himself.   

Laura Johnson 
 
 

Mission Statement 

We are a family of faith, bound by God’s love, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ as we worship and 
grow together.  Called to join God in God’s saving 
mission to the world and relying upon God’s 
empowering Spirit, we go forth to serve and build the 
Beloved Community in Jesus’ name. 
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